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SHARK PATROL 
Grievance 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.52 am]:  My grievance is to the parliamentary secretary representing 
the Minister for Fisheries and concerns the reluctance of the minister to extend the aerial shark patrol to 
Mandurah.  Only last week, the minister announced that the shark patrols would again be pursued in the 
metropolitan area, and I certainly congratulate him for that.  That is a wonderful initiative.  It saddens me, 
though, that because of the mystic line that divides the regional and metropolitan areas, that surveillance will 
stop at Secret Harbour.  I do not think that is fair to those people who use the beaches that line the Mandurah 
area.  I say that because Secret Harbour has a very small population.  To reach the Rockingham area, that 
surveillance plane will fly along the coastline from South Beach to Kwinana, where there are no swimming 
beaches.  It will waste fuel by travelling 20 to 30 kilometres to get to the beaches of Palm Beach, Safety Bay, 
Rockingham and Secret Harbour.  The aircraft will then fly back.  However, if the plane travelled another 40 
kilometres, it would fly over beaches and swimmers at Madora Bay, San Remo, Silver Sands, Halls Head, 
Falcon, Florida and White Hills.  Those beaches are only four to six kilometres apart.  By travelling another 40 
kilometres, that aerial patrol would cover more beaches and provide safety for more swimmers than it would do 
in the flight from South Beach in Fremantle. 

Madora Bay is only four kilometres from Secret Harbour.  The development there is skyrocketing.  A land sale 
was held there recently, and 120 blocks were sold on the Saturday.  Many people swim there.  San Remo is well 
established, as is Silver Sands.  They are beautiful beaches, and plenty of people swim there.  Halls Head Beach 
is the only beach along that coastline that, because of the groynes, has flat and still waters for families and young 
children.  That is a high-density swimming beach with many toddlers.  It is well known that sharks frequent the 
area.  The sick sharks, the tide sharks and the lazy sharks will come into the flat waters.  We are worried about 
the youngsters. 
It could be argued that only the metropolitan beaches will have aerial surveillance, but I ask whether, given that 
mystic dividing line, Mandurah is part of the metropolitan area, or is it a regional area?  If the minister 
responsible for transport wants all the buses to charge high fares, naturally she will classify the Mandurah area as 
part of the metropolitan area, much to the disgust of the residents.  Even in the special rural area around the 
Dawesville Channel, which is really a country region, people are being charged metropolitan fees.  Telstra says 
that it is a country area, because it wants to charge higher fees for telephone calls to the metropolitan area.  
Again, that is unfair.  Therefore, there is this mystic thing whereby bureaucratic organisations can change the 
line when they feel like it. 

Only last week, the member for Rockingham openly stated in a local press release that the boundaries of 
Rockingham, Kwinana and Mandurah should be amalgamated, and that the Electoral Commission should alter 
the boundaries.  He indicated that Mandurah should be a metropolitan seat, and he could be right.  However, I 
argue that if the Government takes this attitude and looks forward, the aerial shark surveillance should be 
extended to cover the beaches of Mandurah and the surrounding area.  Secret Harbour has a very good surf club, 
and a lot of people go there.  However, at Pyramids Beach, which is just south of the Dawesville Channel, is 
another surf club.  It is a fledgling surf club and is not yet very strong.  Pyramids Beach is a dangerous beach.  It 
has untidy rips.  Many surfers use it.  The young surfers are learning how to accommodate and save people there.  
Sharks have been sighted at that hazardous beach too. 

The areas around Rockingham and Safety Bay are inclined to be sheltered.  However, apart from the Halls Head 
Beach in Mandurah, all the other beaches are wide open.  They are ravaged by the north west and south west 
winds and huge waves.  Sharks can come in quite close to the beach, and they can be near the swimmers before 
the alarm can be raised.  That is why aerial surveillance would be good for that area. 

There have been shark sightings.  Professional charter boat fishermen take people fishing 30 miles out to the 
continental shelf.  People may be bringing up a jewfish or a snapper and, sure enough, after a fight, a head comes 
up, with nothing on the end of it.  Sharks are out there.  We have a very big lobster boat fleet - some 40 to 50 
boats, depending on how the season is going.  All those fishermen have sighted sharks.  We also have a wet-line 
fishing group.  Only about three or four licences are held by shark fishermen, who make a tidy living, 
particularly in the White Hills area, which again is wide open.  People should not swim there, but they do.  That 
is a shark-infested area for sure. 

Another thing that attracts sharks is recreational fishing.  In the strip I have mentioned from Madora Bay all the 
way to White Hills, with some eight to 10 beaches only two, four or sometimes six kilometres apart, the fishing 
is intense.  I went down to Tims Thicket last Easter when the herring, tailor and salmon were running.  At least 
500 fishermen were shoulder to shoulder casting out.  Members know what happens when fishermen bring the 
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fish in close.  The sharks follow the fish.  The fishermen have the berley out there, so the sharks get used to 
coming in a lot closer to the coastline.   

I have already emphasised that the patrol aircraft wastes a lot of fuel flying over 30 to 40 kilometres of waste 
coastline.  The patrol should go down to where the action is, and continue from Rockingham down to White 
Hills.  It would be a minimal cost to the Government.  The sighting of a shark in an area in which more people 
swim than in the other areas covered by the patrols would vindicate the expenditure of the money.  I have spoken 
to the minister.  He has a good ear for optimistic and logical suggestions.  I am now appealing to his 
parliamentary secretary to listen to this grievance and give the people of my area some optimism that they can 
swim safely this summer.  

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [10.00 am]:  I thank the member for “Jawsville” - 
sorry, Dawesville - for his grievance about aerial shark patrols.  This issue has been raised with me by the 
member for Mandurah, who also raised it with the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries over nine 
months ago.  I point out to the member for Dawesville that the daily aerial shark patrols will this season cover 
the coastal area between Secret Harbour and Two Rocks.  That is a significant area of the coastline.  The patrols 
will be a continuation of the surveillance of the coastal areas that was initiated by the previous Government after 
the fatal shark attack in Cottesloe in November 2000.  The reason the patrol will cover the area from Two Rocks 
to Secret Harbour is that, demographically, those are the beaches in the metropolitan region with the highest 
concentration of swimmers.  I know the member for Dawesville will contest that and say that there is a 
significant number of swimmers further south; however, logistically and demographically, the shark patrols 
operate between Two Rocks and Secret Harbour because those beaches have the highest concentration of 
swimmers in the metropolitan area.  
Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  It does not matter if other people get eaten by sharks.  
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I do not deny the point that was raised by the member for Dawesville about shark sightings at 
Mandurah, but there have been significant numbers of shark sightings in Cottesloe.  One occurred only two 
weeks ago.  Over the past three years, there has been an attack by a white pointer on a double surf ski at 
Cottesloe, a fatal attack in November 2000 on North Cottesloe Beach, and another sighting only two weeks ago 
by a surfer just south of Cottesloe groyne.  The reason there are more sightings in that area is that more people 
are in the water at those beaches.  That is what drives the logistics of confining the shark patrols to the area 
between Two Rocks and Secret Harbour.  The member indicated that there have been shark sightings in his area.  
I have been advised by the Department of Fisheries that Mandurah is not an area in which there have been 
reports of serious incidents, compared with the other beaches.  I will define the difference between serious 
incidents and shark sightings.  There will be shark sightings all over the west coast of Western Australia, because 
that is where sharks are.  However, those beaches that will be covered by the patrol this summer are those 
beaches at which serious incidents have taken place.   
I point out the logistics of the flights.  The patrols are carried out by single-engine aircraft.  It has been worked 
out that in the time available for a single-engine aircraft flight, patrolling the area between Two Rocks and Secret 
Harbour will cover the maximum number of beaches with the maximum number of swimmers in them.  That is 
the reason.  The member complained in his grievance that the bureaucrats have drawn a mystical line on the map 
below Secret Harbour to stop the patrol going further south.  I assure the member for Dawesville that that is not 
the case.  It is simply the logistics of using a single-engine aircraft to cover the maximum number of beaches 
with the maximum number of swimmers.  Extending the coverage further south would mean that the aircraft 
would have less time to patrol the highly frequented beaches at which shark attacks are known to occur.  We are 
doing it this way not to penalise Mandurah and Dawesville but simply to use the time available for a single-
engine aircraft flight to thoroughly patrol areas frequented by the maximum number of people to give them the 
coverage they truly deserve.  We particularly want to protect people at those beaches at which we know there 
have been serious incidents.  

The member mentioned that the patrols fly over 30 to 40 kilometres of waste coastline before they get to the 
pristine beaches of Mandurah.  I point out to the member for Dawesville that that 30 to 40-kilometre stretch 
includes Port Beach at Fremantle; South Beach, or racecourse beach; Coogee Beach, which is one of the most 
popular beaches in the southern metropolitan region; and Rockingham Beach.  That stretch of coastline includes 
those beaches.  It then goes around the corner to Point Peron and the other beaches the member was complaining 
about.  A significant number of beaches along that coastline deserve that shark patrol. 

The member for Dawesville has raised some good points about extending the aerial shark patrol.  I commit to 
take up those issues with the Minister for Fisheries, who has informed me that he will look at the costs and 
benefits of extending the aerial shark patrol further south.  I have already given that commitment to the member 
this morning.   
 


